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Welcome to Festival of Japan 

We have a passion for Kyoto, and soon as we lose that 

passion, we will stop taking people to Japan. It’s as simple 

as that! For many years now we’ve passed on our passion. 

Introducing our guests to the wonders of Japan still gives 

us as much joy as it ever did.  

Festival of Japan were the first private UK company to 

bring Kyoto geisha to England. I  was inundated  with 

requests to carry our suitcases on our next trip to Japan. 

My clever husband suggested taking guests with me on my 

next trip and Festival of Japan Tours was born…. 

We pride ourselves on tailoring each tour, not just to the 

whole tour group, but to each individual too. Whether 

your passion is embroidery or gold fish. We endeavour to 

add a taste of whatever is special into your trip to Japan 

Jill 

. 



We pride ourselves on  having small 

groups of between 8 and 14 maxi-

mum. We do this to ensure that you 

have enough space and time to feel 

that you are an important part of each 

group. We never want anyone stand-

ing at the back not feeling they can 

ask as many questions as they want. It 

is very unusual for us not to reach 

minimum numbers to run each tour. 

As long as we can at least cover costs 

the tour goes ahead regardless. Should 

the tour not go ahead deposits will be 

repaid in full. 

Single travellers are very, very wel-

come. We usually do not charge single 

supplements. On occasions we may 

need to charge, but rest assured that 

the cost will be significantly smaller 

than other companies. 

Jill is a fully qualified Aquilla Tour 

Guide. She has extensive knowledge 

of Japan, and Kyoto in particular. 

With many years of experience and 

some wonderful connections through-

out the country Jill constantly strives 

to make your holiday a dream come 

true. She is on hand to ensure the 

smooth running of your trips and is 

readily available to sort out any prob-

lems that may arise. 

Breakfast is included each day. A 

selection of cereals, toast, jams etc. 

are provided. Why do we not provide 

ass meals? It was decided to simply 

reduce the cost of the tour by the 

amount we have used in the past for 

meals. This allows you to choose your 

own fare. We have regular food and 

coffee breaks throughout the day. A 

full list of recommendations is given 

for lunch and supper. For  those with 

special dietary needs it is very im-

portant you let us know prior to travel. 

This way we can do extra research to 

find you suitable foods. Most people 

with special dietary needs have dealt 

with it for many years, so with plan-

ning makes things easier. 

You MUST declare any allergies. We 

can take no responsibility for allergic 

reactions to food while on the tour. 

We will provide you with a laminated 

card in both English and Japanese de-

tailing any allergies. 

Weather in Japan is actually very sim-

ilar to our weather here in the UK. It 

can change from sunshine to showers 

to hail! We are usually in Japan during 



Spring and Autumn. These being the best seasons to 

travel. Those joining us will of course receive guides 

on clothing, packing etc. Full itinerary is available on 

deposit being paid.  

No vaccinations are needed for travelling  to Japan. 

British nationals can stay in Japan on leisure for a 

maximum of 90 days without a Visa.  

Fitness level requirements. To get the most out of 

your trip you must have a decent level of fitness. On 

occasions you will need to walk up steps etc. If this is 

going to be a problem, where possible, we can      

provide you with alternative suggestions or you might 

consider taking a taxi to the meeting point.  

Please discuss any worries you may  have with us 

prior to travel. 

There are  various  options to extend the length of 

your trip, add extra dates prior to, or at the end of 

your trip. 

Staying in a traditional Japanese Inn is part of the 

whole experience. However if you feel that Western 

style accommodation would suit you better this can of 

course be organised.  

We've covered basics here. If you have any queries we 

will be more than happy to discuss it with you.  

Jill 

 

Maiko 

Heian Jingu 

Dried persimmon 



 

Traditional Ryokan 

We endeavour to show you the real 

Kyoto! That’s why we stay at one of 

the friendliest hotels you can image. 

In fact a real home from home. 

Traditional Japanese inns are just that 

traditional. Rooms are  very simple 

All rooms have futon, Japanese style 

beds. We have ladies and gents of all 

ages and abilities and all have found 

very few problems getting in and out 

of bed. In fact our guests say they 

sleep extremely soundly. 

You are provided with a Yukata 

dressing gown.  There are no en-suite 

facilities but all bathrooms have  

locks. So, unless you choose to, you 

need not bathe with others! Facilities 

include showers and a Japanese bath 

for relaxing before bed. Toilets are 

Western and Japanese style. Western  

 

style have heated seats and a bidet 

function. 

A washing machine and drier are 

available plus iron and ironing board.  

The shared kitchen has everything 

you could need, cooker, microwave, 

toaster, fridge etc. We provide a light 

breakfast each morning of toast, jams, 

marmalade, honey and cereals. 

We are very close to shops, so we 

tend to bring evening food back to eat 

at the Ryokan. Tea and coffee are 

available 24 hours. You do not have a 

kettle in your room. The entrance to 

the hotel has a drinks machine for 

everything from lemonade to beer. 

So  for  that  true experience  the 

Ryokan is the real deal! 



Western Accommodation 

If booked well in advance, we can  

easily book you into a Western style 

hotel. This service is now offered on 

all tours.  

Hotel prices  are  given on the day 

of application may change on final 

booking. We will inform you of any 

changes if over £5 per person per 

night. We endeavour to get you 

within walking distance of our daily 

meeting point.  

Please note that there will always be 

an extra charge for any  Western 

hotel rooms as they are drastically 

more expensive than our hotel. 

You should expect to be paying in 

the region of £45 and £80 per night 

per person on top of the tour price. 

A little less if sharing. 

 

So, if you would like Western style, 

with Western bed and en-suite 

please let me know asap. These 

rooms once booked must be paid for 

within 24  hours. No refunds can be 

made unless we ourselves are able 

to obtain a refund.  

 

 

 

 

Western Style Hotel Lobby 



Hi Jill, thank you for a lovely  

holiday. Japan was amazing, 

my thanks for a wonderful trip”  

Anita Gallo  

Let’s go to the heart of Japan. Our 

trips are planned to show you the 

sights and highlights of this truly 

amazing city.  

We feel it is important to actually 

experience a culture and not just 

see Kyoto as a tourist. We stay in 

traditional Japanese inns, eat as 

the locals eat and travel as  the 

locals travel. 

Not for us getting onto  a coach,  

arriving at a temple, being rushed  

around before getting back on the 

coach and bussed to yet another     

venue.  

Each day is  filled with  cultural  

visits to temples and shrines as 

you would expect, but after many 

years of honing our tours, we add 

in the true Japan. Lets stop off at 

a small café for a coffee, explore 

the backstreets of the five geisha 

districts or if the weathers great 

let’s have a picnic by the river.  

CHERRY BLOSSOM AND CULTURE TOUR  



Let’s go to the heart of Japan. Our 

trips are planned to show you the 

sights and highlights of this truly 

amazing city.  

We feel it is important to actually 

experience a culture and not just 

see Kyoto as a tourist. We stay in 

traditional Japanese inns, eat as 

the locals eat and travel as  the 

locals travel. 

Not for us getting onto  a coach,  

arriving at a temple, being rushed  

around before getting back on the 

coach and bussed to yet another     

venue.  

Each day is  filled with  cultural  

visits to temples and shrines as 

you would expect, but after many 

years of honing our tours, we add 

in the true Japan. Lets stop off at 

a small café for a coffee, explore 

the backstreets of the five geisha 

districts or if the weathers great 

let’s have a picnic by the river.  

Day 1 Kyoto geisha walking tour. Supper in Gion followed by a trip 

around the geisha districts. Learn the history and dispel the myths. 

Fingers crossed we spot some of the enigmatic geisha. 

Day 2 Nara. The highlight of the day is a visit to Todai-ji temple, with the 

largest wooden building in the world and home to the Great Bud-

dha. Relax and feed the deer before spending an afternoon at one 

of Nara’s most beautiful gardens.  

Day 3 Kitano Odori at Kamishichiken Geisha District. Special package 

tickets, performance and tea ceremony.  

Day 4 Nishijin textiles Centre, Conveyor belt sushi and Nijo-jo Castle  
Nijo-jo Castle is first today. Conveyor belt sushi and Nishijin textile 
centre with kimono show to end our day. 

Day 5 Arashiyama. Today is our Hozugawa river cruise. The two hour 
journey takes you through glorious scenery. On arrival into town 
we stroll over the famous Moon viewing bridge. Finish the day 
with a relaxing foot spa before returning to Kyoto. 

Day 6 Uji. A short train ride takes us to Uji, perhaps one of the best areas 
in Japan for tea growing. It’s also the home of Byodo-in.                                 
We’ll take a picnic today weather permitting.  

Day 7 Kiyomizu Dera and Maruyama Park. We visit the most celebrated 
temple in Kyoto. Passing through Maruyama Park,  past Yasaka 
Jinja and pass  200 wonderful shops selling everything from fans 
to Kyo pottery. We stroll gently to the top for an unsurpassed view 
of Kyoto.  

Day 8 Heian Jingu. Pass under Japans largest Torii gate, onto Heian 
Jingu with its  4 magnificent gardens, followed by a hidden gem of 
a craft museum with great displays and working craftsmen.  

Day 9 Nishiki Market and Terramachi, Daimaru. We visit Kyoto’s world 
famous Nishiki market, have lunch at an Izakaya (Japanese pub)   
Afternoon coffee in Gion and a stroll along the river. 

Day 10 Higashi Hongan-ji and Kyoto Tower. A chance to visit the temple 
we walk past every day, do some last minute shopping and take a 
trip up the top of Kyoto Tower to say goodbye to Kyoto 



We had a great time on the tour, 

and I am writing to say thank you 

for the enormous effort you put 

into making it a holiday to remem-

ber. We enjoyed ourselves and still 

can't believe how much we did 

and saw.” Sara Cole 

The main feature of our Magical 

Japan Tour is the chance to ride 

on the world famous bullet train. 

Your Japan Rail Pass in included 

in the cost of your trip allowing us 

to make multiple journeys.  

We visit Miyajima and Enoshima 

two wonderful islands. Plus a trip 

to Kanazawa in the west. 

We can extend your Japan Rail 

Pass if staying on after the tour. 

Please ask for further details.  

We still get to spend plenty of time 

in Kyoto of course, to see the 

amazing culture that is not seen 

anywhere else in Japan.  

If you are feeling crafty we can 

arrange a multitude of classes for 

you  from  cooking classes and 

fabric dyeing to Kyo pottery and 

meditation. 

We are always happy to organise 

bespoke Tours. Past tours include 

Japanese Embroidery, Quilting 

and Kyoto Gourmet.                                                                                

MAGICAL JAPAN, KYOTO AND MORE.. 



The main feature of our Magical 

Japan Tour is the chance to ride 

on the world famous bullet train. 

Your Japan Rail Pass in included 

in the cost of your trip allowing us 

to make multiple journeys.  

We visit Miyajima and Enoshima 

two wonderful islands. Plus a trip 

to Kanazawa in the west. 

We can extend your Japan Rail 

Pass if staying on after the tour. 

Please ask for further details.  

We still get to spend plenty of time 

in Kyoto of course, to see the 

amazing culture that is not seen 

anywhere else in Japan.  

If you are feeling crafty we can 

arrange a multitude of classes for 

you  from  cooking classes and 

fabric dyeing to Kyo pottery and 

meditation. 

We are always happy to organise 

bespoke Tours. Past tours include 

Japanese Embroidery, Quilting 

and Kyoto Gourmet.                                                                                

Day 1 Kyoto/geisha walking tour. Supper in Gion followed by a trip 

around the geisha districts. Learn the history and dispel the myths. 

Fingers crossed we spot some of the enigmatic geisha. 

Day 2 Heian Jingu. Pass under Japans largest Torii gate, onto Heian 

Jingu with its  4 magnificent gardens, followed by a hidden gem of 

a craft museum with great displays and working craftsmen 

Day 3 Nishijin textiles Centre, Conveyor belt sushi and Nijo-jo Castle Nijo
-jo Castle is first today. Conveyor belt sushi and Nishijin textile cen-
tre with kimono show to end our day. 

Day 4 Uji. A short train ride takes us to Uji, perhaps one of the best areas 
in Japan for tea growing. We’ll take a picnic today weather permit-
ting.  

Day 5 Hiroshima and Miyajima Island 
A bullet train trip to Hiroshima. Optional entrance to the museum 
with specialist guide. If the museum is not for you there is plenty to 
look at along the river. 

 

Off on a ferry now to Miyajima Island and the enigmatic Torii in 
the water. We stay here until the sun sets then back to the Shinkan-
sen for our return journey to Kyoto. 

Day 6 Kiyomizu Dera and Maruyama Park. We visit the most celebrated 
temple in Kyoto. Passing through Maruyama Park,  past Yasaka 
Jinja and pass  200 wonderful shops selling everything from fans to 
Kyo pottery. We stroll gently to the top for an unsurpassed view of 
Kyoto 

Day 7 Enoshima Island is a tranquil island brimming with mythology and 

with the best view of Fuji (on a clear day!) A gentle 20 minute walk 

over the bridge to the island to ride on the Escar to the top of the 

island. Choose between one of the many attractions on the island. 

Day 8 Nishiki Market and Terramachi, Daimaru. We visit Kyoto’s world fa-
mous Nishiki market, have lunch at an Izakaya (Japanese pub) After-
noon coffee in Gion and a stroll along the river. 

Day 9 Kanazawa is our destination today. Hopping on and off the Kanazawa 
loop bus we go through markets, gardens, old districts and more. 

Day 10 Higashi Hongan-ji and Kyoto Tower . A chance to visit the temple 
we walk past every day, do some last minute shopping and take 

a trip up Kyoto Tower to say goodbye to Kyoto 



MAGNIFICENT MAPLES 

There are few places in the world 

that seem so far away. Japan is 

certainly a culture of contrasts.  

You’ll often find a 200 year old 

tea shop next to a bright and 

buzzing  pachinko parlour. Our 

tours are designed to show you 

the ancient and the modern and 

prove that  no where on earth 

does it join together so naturally. 

When Autumn hits Kyoto the en-

tire scenery lights up in reds, or-

anges and gold. Many previous 

guests have come back to see the 

city they fell in love with in a 

whole new light. 

With visits to Arashiyama, Nara, 

and more day trips we experience 

the Autumn/Winter season in 

Kyoto.  

With their flair for decoration we 

can also see how the Japanese 

have embraced the sparkle of 

Christmas with their 22 metre 

tree and spectacular illuminations 

in the stunning Kyoto station.  

“I'm sorry that I missed you before 

we left on Friday to say goodbye 

and to thank you for a wonderful 

holiday. I wish I was still with you 

all enjoying the beauty of Japan” 

Maggie  



Day 1 Kyoto/geisha walking tour. Supper in Gion followed by a trip 

around the geisha districts. Learn the history and dispel the myths. 

Fingers crossed we spot some of the enigmatic geisha. 

Day 2 Nara. The highlight of the day is a visit to Todai-ji temple, the larg-

est wooden building in the world and home to the Great Buddha. 

Relax and feed the deer before spending an afternoon at one of Na-

ra’s most beautiful gardens.  

Day 3 Kitano Odori at Kamishichiken Geisha District. Special package 

tickets, performance and tea ceremony.  

Day 4 Nishijin textiles Centre, Conveyor belt sushi and Nijo-jo Castle Nijo
-jo Castle is first today. Conveyor belt sushi and Nishijin textile cen-
tre with kimono show to end our day. 

Day 5 Arashiyama. Today is our Hozugawa river cruise. The two hour 
journey takes you through glorious scenery. On arrival into town 
we stroll over the famous Moon viewing bridge. Finish the day with 
a relaxing foot spa before returning to Kyoto. 

Day 6 Uji. A short train ride takes us to Uji, perhaps one of the best areas 
in Japan for tea growing. Let’s take a picnic today weather permit-
ting.  

Day 7 Kiyomizu Dera and Maruyama Park. We visit the most celebrated 
temple in Kyoto. Passing through Maruyama Park,  past Yasaka 
Jinja and pass  200 wonderful shops selling everything from fans to 
Kyo pottery. We stroll gently to the top for an unsurpassed view of 
Kyoto.  

Day 8 Heian Jingu. Pass under Japans largest Torii gate, onto Heian 
Jingu with its  4 magnificent gardens, followed by a hidden gem of 
a craft museum with great displays and working craftsmen.  

Day 9 Nishiki Market and Terramachi, Daimaru. Visit Kyoto’s world famous 
Nishiki market, have lunch at an Izakaya (Japanese pub) Afternoon 
coffee in Gion and a stroll along the river. 

Day 10 Higashi Hongan-ji and Kyoto Tower . A chance to visit the temple 
we walk past every day, do some last minute shopping and take  

a trip up Kyoto Tower to say goodbye to Kyoto 



13 DAY KYOTO AND YOKOHAMA  

QUILT FESTIVAL 

Our Kyoto Fabric Tour including 

the sublime Yokohama Quilt 

Show. During Autumn in Japan. 

Be inspired by almost everything 

you see.   
 

Experience kimono painting, dye-

ing and see traditional gold leaf 

work in Kanazawa. Plus of 

course, there are lots of opportu-

nities for fabric shopping!  

 

We’ll take you through rustic  

villages, majestic castles and beau-

tiful temples.  Finish off with 2 

days at the Yokohama Quilt Show 

2013. 

 

Visit the thought provoking Hiro-

shima then hop on a ferry to the 

majestic Miyajima. 

 

We know you’ll enjoy living Kyo-

to like a local. 

 

 

 

“As I reflect back on our trip, I am 

so thrilled with all that we did. 

Many, many new experiences and 

memories to cherish” 

Carol Diver, Georgia, USA 



Day 1 Arrive at Narita Airport Tokyo. Take the limousine bus to Yoko-

hama and transfer to our hotel. Hotel will be Western Style for this 

portion of the tour. Get settled in and join everyone for supper.  

Day 2 

Day 3 

First of our two full day at the Yokohama Quilt Festival. With over 

200 exhibitors and even more quilts. We can organise certain work-

shops etc. where possible. These will be optional extras. 

Day 4 An early start today as we take the bullet train to Kyoto. Arrival 

mid afternoon. After settling into our hotel we take the evening gei-

sha walking tour. Learn the history and dispel the myths. Fingers 

crossed we spot some of the enigmatic geisha. 

Day 5 Today we try our hands at Yuzen painting at Kodai Yuzen. Conveyor 
belt sushi Conveyor belt sushi and Nishijin textile centre with kimo-
no show to end our day.  

Day 6 Nijo-jo castle and gardens take us to lunchtime. After a light lunch 
we  visit The Shibori workshop where you can try your hand at vari-
ous shibori techniques and bring home a piece of your own. Off to 
Gion for supper. 

Day 7 Uji. A short train ride takes us to Uji, perhaps one of the best areas 
in Japan for tea growing. We’ll take a picnic today. 

Day 8 Kiyomizu Dera and Maruyama Park. We visit the most celebrated 
temple in Kyoto. Passing through Maruyama Park,  past Yasaka 
Jinja. Pottery classes can be organised today. 

Day 9 Kanazawa is our destination today. Hopping on and off the Kanaza-
wa loop bus we go through markets, gardens, old districts and more. 

Day 10 Heian Jingu.. Pass under Japans largest Torii gate, onto Heian Jingu 
with its  4 magnificent gardens, followed by a hidden gem of a craft 
museum with great displays and working craftsmen.  

Day 11 The bullet train trip to Hiroshima. Optional entrance to the museum 
with specialist guide. If the museum is not for you there is plenty to look 
at along the river. Off on a ferry now to Miyajima Island and the enig-
matic Torii in the water. We stay here until the sun sets then back to 
the Shinkansen for our return journey to Kyoto. 

Day 12 Nishiki Market and Terramachi, Daimaru. We visit Kyoto’s world    
famous Nishiki market, have lunch at an Izakaya (Japanese pub).     
Afternoon coffee in Gion and a stroll along the river. 

Day 13 Last minute  shopping and a  trip  up Kyoto Tower  

goodbye to Kyoto. We leave from Kansai , Osaka. 



 

WE’LL ALWAYS GO THAT 

EXTRA MILE FOR YOU.. 

Would you like to meet a master 

confectioner , dine in a temple or be 

taught to blend  your  own  incense ? 

Well just let us know, we’ve ar-

ranged all of the above plus many, 

many more. 

There is vast array of classes and 

experiences we can have organise 

for you. 

As long as you give us plenty of 

time, we love to find you just what 

you’re looking for.    

 

 

If you wish to continue on your trip 

from Kyoto, we can organise a full 

travel package for you including ho-

tels and guides. 

 

 

 

 



Western Style Hotel 

We are lucky to have good friends in 

the geisha districts. We are able to 

organise totally private parties for our 

groups. See the geisha and Maiko 

dance, ask questions and have the 

photograph of a lifetime. The geisha 

we use are the crème de la crème.  

Shown here is our greatest friend  

Miehina. We have seen her grow 

from trainee when we brought her 

over to England in 2006 and 2008. 

Now a fully fledged geisha, she is 

renowned the world over for her ex-

quisite dancing and shamisen playing. 

She is truly a beautiful person, inside 

and out. 

We’ll dispel those myths and show 

you the intricacies of this enigmatic 

world.  

Our parties are not to be confused 

with venues such as Gion Corner. 





 

SAMURAI KEMBU 

Over the years I know we 

have made many peoples 

dreams come true! We have 

introduced guests to real 

Kyoto geisha, not in a tourist 

show, but at our own venue 

with a private Ozashiki    

geisha party.  

One guest was stunned when 

we arranged for his birthday 

present  to be presented by 

Korin, a beautiful maiko 

from Miyagawa-cho. The 

icing on the cake came as she  

sang  “Happy Birthday” in 

almost perfect English!  

Then  what about Mike from 

York who dreamt of learn-

ing more about Japanese 

swords. Here he is below 

learning the skills of samurai 

Kembu.   

 

Whatever you dream of we 

promise to try our best to 

make your dreams of all 

things Japanese come true. 



Natural scenery, temples, shrines and villages intermingle with a 

poignant historical beauty. Whether it is the Gion, the Tea Ceremony, 

Japanese flower arrangement or Nishijin-brocade, so many aspects of 

characteristic  

Japanese culture continue to thrive in Kyoto. Over a period of 1200 

years, dating from the decision to move the capital to Kyoto in 794, it 

nurtured a splendid, delicate and unique kind of culture, and over the 

course of history came to be considered the mother of culture within 

Japan.  

 

 

For this reason, Kyoto is often called "Japan's heartland". It is often 

said that it is impossible to know the real Japan without knowing 

Kyoto 

Festival of Japan Tours 

2 Chapel Cottages, Aske 

Richmond 

North Yorkshire 

DL10 5HG, England 

www.festivalofjapanextra.co.uk 

www.festivalofjapan.co.uk 

tours@festivalofjapan.co.uk Photographs by Andrew Clay © 


